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^kOM WALT ROSTOW 


TO THE PRESIDENT 

Following is a State Department memorandum summarizing the comments 
received by their officers upon informing members of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee and the House Foreign Affairs Committee of the 
announcement of the bombing halt in North Vietnam. 









Senate Foreign Relations Committee 


A. Democrats 

j, w. Fulbright - Not reached personally. Staff reports 
him pleased by announcement. Press quotes as saying he 
is glad the President agrees with him in stopping the 
bombing. 

John Sparkman - Very pleased to hear the announcement. 

Mike Mansfield - A ^rT.on d af~ffr~-m^M »nfn-nr l Was contacted 
earlier by White House. 

Wayne Morse - Very pleased by the announcement. 

Albert Gore - Pleased by announcement and indicates he 
will support it. 

Frank J. Lausche - Hopes it will work out. Afraid it 
will not, but thinks it should be tried. 

Frank Church - Very enthusiastic about the announcement. 

Stuart Symington - Very enthusiastic. Fee Is the announce 
ment should help Humphrey. 

Thomas J. Bodd - Unable to reach the Senator directly 
but were told by his staff that Senator released a 
press statement today along these lines: 

Hopes the President's decision will lead to an 
early and honorable settlement of the war. If Hanoi 
is serious about ending this conflict, then let them 
show it at the conference table — let them end the 
stalemate in Paris. Also -- and most important 
the shooting and killing on the battlefield should 
stop immediately if we are to have ultimate peace. 

Joseph S. Clark - Unable to reach the Senator directly 
but staff reports the following reactions from |^m ^ 
during the day: tt^ v " ''ftnArir n 








Expressed gratitude. Marvelous development. 

He has been urging this for at least a year (his 
opponent for three days). It is a hopeful and most 
constructive step. The next step he hopes will be a 
"ceasefire". Thinks it will have a political impact, 
but not a decisive one. 

Claiborne Pell - Thinks its wonderful. All for it. 
Doesn’t think it will have much affect on the Tuesday 
election but to the extent it does have it will be in 
Humphrey^ favor. 

Not reached: McCarthy. 


B. Republicans 

Bourke B. Hickenlooper - Very angry. Believes this a 
move which will jeopardize American lives for domestic 
political purposes. 

George D. Aiken - Has always predicted that peace could 
not be achieved by the President before January 20. 

Not so sure now and hopes his prediction will turn out 
to be wrong. Politically he thinks it cuts both ways, 
probably on balance in favor of Humphrey. Believes 
President primarily concerned with his place in history 
and not playing politics. 

Frank Carlson - Hopes it works. Doe s not , pl n n to iocm e 
any comment i 

Clifford P. Case - He has suspended all campaigning 
because of death of his mother. His staff feels the 
Senator would be sympathetic because he has, over the 
past years, advocated all steps that would lead to a 
cease fire and meaningful negotiations. 

John Sherman Cooper - Campaigning in Kentucky and not 
reachable. His staff reports he has made a public 
statement to effect that this is what he has been ad¬ 
vocating for a long time. 
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Not reached: Williams, Mundt. 

******** 

II. House Foreign Affairs Committee 
A. Democrats 

Thomas E. Morgan (Penna.) - He was pleased. While it 
comes a bit late, he is sure that it was the best the 
President could do. 

Clement J. Zablocki (Wise.) - He had been opposed to 
bombing halt but had great confidence in President 
and believes he would not have agreed to halt unless 
adeq u ate understanding achieved with Hanoi. 

Edna F. Kelly (N.Y.) - There is a lot of radio and 
other comment that it is politically motivated. Believes 
. JH large jaart of. pnhl •? r- mi R»irtrip-rfifca3=tds^sjft-uafeion^as-***-"- ^ 
■•■-""being a lot nearer peace than it actually is. We should 
-•. emphasiza*hurdles s t ill to be crossed, and point .nut,we.. _ . 
^ ' - still do not have real peace in Korea. Thought Rusk 
news conference was good. Personally skeptical tha t 
North Vietnamese will follow through. 3>oe5SrnbtlSeiieve 
this action will help the Democrats much. Only thing 
that will save the ticket in New York is public tiredness 
of strikes under Lindsay administration. 

Wayne L. Hays (Ohio) - People think it is political and 
that our military casualties will go up. Hays.agrees. 
Thinks this move has sunk HHH. 

Armistead Selden (Ala.) - Good idea - have to watch 
closely. If North Vietnamese don't come forth very soon 
we should pbo riJtllhlilllopn^hem. ] 

Dante Fascell (Fla.) - Fine! Great! All for it and 
have been saying so for two weeks. Well received by 
the people too. 
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Leonard Farbstein (N.Y.) - Highly pleased. Sorry he 
didn't do it soqjner. Believes it's the beginning of 
the end to the /Ln ^iet-Nam. 

Charles C. Diggs, Jr. (Nich.) - Unable to reach him 
personally. His assistant gave the following as his 
reaction: . 

Pleased by decision. He has advocated deescalation 
for many months. Thinks this is an important and 
meaningful step in that direction. 

William Murphy (Ill.) - He personally thinks it is a 
wonderful development. Every public statement by 
both parties he has heard in his area has been highly 
favorable except one by Senator Percy, who implied 
that the bombing halt was a political move. 

Cornelius Gallagher (N.J.) - He thought this was fine, 
it appears-that we-had gninp^rohlem^. Hp thin 

we are on the right course, although he realizes that 
we have not by any means solved-the -problems , =*of r achieving 
peace. The reactions he has heard are generally good. 

He is not sure what the political results of the bombing 
halt will be. He thinks it will have some plus value 
but probably too late to be decisive. He himself is 
having a hard fight, but hopes to survive. 

Robert N. C. Nix (Penna.) - Said "Report that I am most 
enthusiastic about the bombing halt. I am with the 
President 100%." 

John S. Monagan (Conn.) - He said he was very happy. 

He thought it was a step in the right direction. Almost 
all of the public statements he had heard on the subject 
were good. He thought it was interesting that the 
North Vietnamese had apparently formed this judgment on 
the election. 

On the local political situation, he said he thought he 
was doing all right but can't be sure about the rest of 
the ticket. Humphrey was definitely coming up but prob¬ 
ably had a ways to go yet. 
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Donald M. Fraser (Minn.) - Strongly approved. Hope 
it will lead to peace in Viet-Nam. Does not think the 
timing, in any sense, was political. The President who 
gave up the Presidency to devote his all to peace has 
too much at stake for anyone to think it is anything 
but a true effort to end the war." 


Benjamin S, Rosenthal (N.Y.) - Not available. Talked 
to Press Assistant Martin L. Brownstein who said that 
Rosenthal has advocated a cessation of bombing as a 
step in deescalation. Undoubtedly he would support 
the President's action. Will try to get a direct quote. 


Edward R. Roybal (Cal.) - He considers the action itself 
to be very good and the President's explanation to r be 
convincing. He thinks it was the right step to take 
toward ending the war and adds that it has already 
strengthened Democratic Party prospects in his District. 

John C. Culver (Iowa) - According to his district office: 
The Congressman, was very much encouraged by the President's 
announcement and fully supports the action taken. He 
issued a statement this morning,-as follows: 

Like all Americans, I share the deep hope that the 
peace initiative taken by the President last night in 
ordering a total bombing halt will result in substantive 
discussions in Paris which will lead to mutual withdrawal 
of all forces from S. Viet-Nam, allied and communist 
alike. 


It goes without saying that there are certain risks 
involved in the steps we have taken and the President has 
indicated that we are prepared for contingencies which 
may develop. It is essential now, however, that we 
demonstrate to Hanoi that the President and our negotiators 
in Paris have a broad bi-partisan base of support at 
home in the very sensitive days ahead and that the 
American people have the will and the determination to 
seek a just peace in Viet-Nam. 


Lee Hamilton (Indiana) - He had talked to a broad spectrum 
of voters during the day and was somewhat disappointed 


with the degree of skepticism with which it was^ye ceiv ed, 
largely on the ground that the timing made it 
politically motivated. It is, of course, raisi 
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and expectations which will somewhat outrun real 
possibilities. Public opinion will turn sour very 
rapidly if the NVN take advantage of the halt. His 
own judgment is that it will have no profound political 
impact unless Hanoi gives a rapid favorable response 
in which case it will be a small plus. 

J ohn Tunney (Cal.) - Could not be reached personally, 
campaigning actively^ Legislative Assistant reports 
that he has said that the President's action was the 
right thing to do. L.A. added that it would probably 
make little difference in the election with Tunney 
"probably" being re-elected but with Vice President 
Nixon carrying the District. 

L. H. Fountain (N.C.) - Has mixed emotions, hopes that 
it will work and that Hanoi does not take advantage of 
the President's stopping the bombing. He is telling 
his people not to worry about the US soldiers because 
the President-would not_hav. 


LUC ---rr ~ , 

he had had reasonable assurances that they would be 
protected. Politically it is not an advantage- tu either— 
party. Majority of the people are with the President an 
the only thing they worry about , is^ if the President has to 
resume the bombing,, that he gives it to them. 

Not reached: O'Hara, Kazen. 


B. Republicans 

Fa nces P, Bolton (Ohio) - There is a good deal of 
reaction out here. I do not think it is too favorab e. 
The voters think it is political. 


E. Ross Adair (IndJ - Is inclined to believe that the 
move is politically motivated at this particular time. 


William S. Mailliard (Cal.) - Does not think the 
President is playing politics. Thinks Hanoi is playing 

politics. 


Peter H. B. Frelinghuysen (N.J.) - Very disturbed 
Considers the move to be politically motivated. 







E. Y. Berry (S.D.) - Hopes to 6od it works. It may 
be poor timing but he does not really think the President 
did it for political reasons. Will not issue public 
comment. 

Edward Derwinski (Ill.) - He had heard the Secretary’s 
press conference and thought he was very good. He ■ 
welcomes the bombing halt and has no strong feelings 
one way or another. He only hopes that no unannounced 
agreements will be made which will tie the hands of 
the next administration. 

Bradford Morse (Mass.) - Morse understands reason 
announcement not made earlier is that understandings 
not obtained earlier but people in his district tend 
to feel statement politically motivated and coiId have 
been made weeks ago. 

Morse thinks that if President not really playing 
politics he could have stopped the bombing today and 
said nothing about it publicly until next Wednesday. 

James G. Fulton (Penna.) - Not reached directly but 
sent word though staff that he is releasing a statement 
which takes no personal position with respect to the 
bombing halt but states his purpose is to assure U.S. 
policy is successful and to see that the 550,000 U;S. 
servicemen in Viet-Nam are protected and adequately 
supplied. He advocates extreme care to assure that 
U.S. servicemen are not booby-trapped into a gigantic 
disaster. 

John Buchanan (Ala.) - Has not made any big public 
announcement and <Joesfc5 tp^lantfco « He hopes and prays 
something good comes out of it. Frankly, it does seem 
to him that in good faith and bi-partisanship it could 
have come day after election. If you are on the other 
side (Rep) the timing is such it looks extremely 
suspicious. 

Paul Findley (Ill.) - Said he found a great deal of 
skepticism about the bombing halt because of the 
proximity to election day. He talked to one mother ___ 
who was concerned that the bombing halt would 
the danger to her son. He himself also felt 












